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THE BLACK CREATORS
FESTIVAL INITIATIVE

One of the goals of the Black
Screen Office is to empower Black
Canadians working within the
screen industries to thrive and
share their stories.

To that end, we bring delegations
of filmmakers to some premium

festivals. Here are our delegates
to TIFF and Content Canada 2022.



The Black Screen Office is delighted to participate in the 2022 Toronto International Film Festival and
Content Canada festival, and to introduce our delegation of Black Canadian filmmakers. The BSO exists to
make Canada's screen industries’ practices and policies equitable and free of anti-Black racism, and part
of this mandate includes empowering Black Canadians working within the screen industries to thrive and
share their stories.

The BSO, therefore, established the Black Creators Festival Initiative in 2022 to give Black Canadian
creators exposure to global audiences and industry influencers at international festivals. As a Canadian
organization, we are particularly excited to have a presence at our country’s premier film festival and to
facilitate broader exposure for 10 Black filmmakers at TIFF and Content Canada through our Black
Creators Festival Initiative.

Our delegation represents the wealth of innovative Black creators—both emerging and established—
from across our country who are developing entertaining, provocative, authentic content with a uniquely
Black Canadian voice. We are honoured to present them to you in these pages and we hope you will take
advantage of meeting them in person at the BSO & ISO Delegates Lounge in the TIFF Industry Centre.

Joan Jenkinson
Executive Director
Black Screen Office

JOAN JENKINSON

Co-Founder and

Executive Director



BIO

Adrian Colussi is a Canadian
writer/director/producer best known for comedy
and thriller/horror. He's been a senior writer for
CBC and MTV news programs. He was Story Editor
and staff writer on prime time Canadian network
sitcoms The Jane Show and ‘da Kink In My Hair. He
also wrote and Executive Produced the multi-
award winning feature thriller Landmine Goes
Click... He just directed and produced a 13 minute
demo of his original comedy series The Slumlord’s
Daughter. His other current series project is the
fantasy/thriller Witches v. Warlocks. In addition,
he has two feature scripts including thriller/horror
Malum: The Other Side Of Exorcism, and thriller
Pleasure Flight. He recently completed BIPOC TV
& Film's Showrunner Program.

PROJECTS

Malum: The Other Side Of Exorcism

Genre: Thriller/horror

Format: Feature film

Similar To: Room, The Exorcism Of Emily Rose,
The Conjuring 2, Black Phone

Stage of Development: One-Pager, Screenplay
Producer Attachment: None

ADRIAN COLUSSI

Pleasure Flight

Genre: Thriller

Format: Feature film

Similar To: Open Water 2, Frozen, The Shallows
Stage of Development: One-Pager, Screenplay
Producer Attachment: None

finkybiz@gmail.com

GOALS

At TIFF, | would love meetings with/about
producers, distributors, and sales agents who are
looking for high concept, small cast, minimal
location productions.

At Content Canada, I'd like to connect with
streamers and networks who are looking for
comedy or fantasy/thriller series.

The Slumlord’s Daughter

Genre: Comedy

Format: 12 x 1/2hr series

Similar To: Veep, Horrible Bosses, Better Call Saul.
Stage of Development: 13 minute broadcast
quality demo, One Pager, Pitch Doc, Pilot Script, 4
Episode Outlines

Producer Attachment: None

Witches v. Warlocks

Genre: Fantasy/thriller

Format: 12 x 1hr series

Similar To: True Blood, Harry Potter, The
Godfather, Underworld

Stage of Development: One Pager, Pitch Doc, 3

Episode Outlines
Producer Attachment: None



-
e——

-

AMBROSE OKUNDAYE

ambrose@dlitepictures.com

BIO

Born in Nigeria, Ambrose Abi Okundaye is a
Canadian Filmmaker. He is dedicated to the
creation of quality and culturally inclusive films
told from an African Canadian perspective.

He directed Goldilocks and the Three Dreads, a
35mm short film, and Ripples, with financial
support from City TV, a division of Chum
Television. Both films were broadcast on City TV
and other Chum stations across Canada in 2004
and 2007 respectively. He later co-produced and
co-directed First Day, a short film in 2012.

Ambrose Aibi Okundaye is the Producer,
Writer/Director and driving force behind Dlite
Pictures Entertainment Inc, a new film production
outfit dedicated to the productions with inclusive
independent Canadian films.

PROJECTS

Blinders On

Genre: Action Thriller

Format: Three part mini-series
Similar To: Taken, 7 Prisoners
Stage of Development: Two-Pager
Producer Attachment: None

Boiling Point

Genre: Action Thriller

Format: Feature Film

Stage of Development: Two-pager, Script, some
Telefilm financing

Producer Attachment: Dlite Pictures
Entertainment, Gold Star Production, Black Moon
Media and Empire Pictures One.

GOALS

At TIFF and Content Canada, | would like to meet
with collaborators for development, and Sales
Agents.




ISRAEL EKANEM

iIsraeliekanem@gmail.com

Israel Ekanem is an award-winning storyteller. At
a young age, he was introduced to the art of
storytelling by his grandmother, and it quickly
became his passion. His IMDb page lists over 20

writing and directing credits, including the award-

winning, Drown the Lovers, Kill Your Masters and
Dearg. Israel believes that a story properly told
can change the world, one person at a time.

PROJECTS

Afraid Of The Dark

Genre: Drama

Format: Serial

Stage of Development: Pre-development, Script
Producer Attachment: None

Persona

Genre: Drama, Comedy

Format: Serial

Stage of Development: Pre-development, Script
Producer Attachment:

Kaizen Scramble Match on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=idhrUyedlk4

Mya Malek VS Chantal

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=xYypubOVbMU&t=253s

GOALS

At TIFF, I would love meetings with producers,
distributors, and sales agents.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=idhrUyedIk4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xYypubOVbMU&t=253s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xYypubOVbMU&t=253s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xYypubOVbMU&t=253s

BIO

Kai Little-White is a writer and producer of
immersive experiences for kids full of heart,
impact and giggles. Kai has worked in
development to distribution on over 100 hours of
features, TV shorts, and music videos. As a
graduate of CFC's Producer's Lab and Centennial's
Children’'s Media program, Kai creates accessible
content around STEAM, social justice, and
wellness. At CBC Kids, Kai associate produced
“Gary's Magic Fort” and “Studio K” and continues
to work on AccessCBC, an initiative to increase
disabled creators’' representation. In 2022, Kai was
a WIFT mentor and juror and won the YMA-TAAFI
John Rooney Creator Fund.

PROJECTS

Chesa and the Coffin Factory

Genre: Supernatural, Mystery, Comedy (for 10-14)
Format: Television series + a spinoff special
Similar To: the teens of "Black-ish" are forced to
get "Shameless" while solving episodic
supernatural "Scooby-Doo" mysteries and having
a comedic "On My Block" coming-of-age through
serialized character arcs.

Stage of Development: CCF Season 1 Series Bible
+ 2 Scripts, Proof of Concept Demo

KAI LITTLE-WHITE

damalikai@gmail.com

CCF'’s Solstice Stories

Genre: Supernatural-mystery-comedy (for 10-14)
Format: 10 x 11 min (web-series sepcial) and 1 x
90 minute feature (adaptation)

Similar To: A coming-of-age supernatural “Scooby
Doo” mysteries with real “Lost Boys” stakes.
Stage of Development: One Pager + Proof of

GOALS

At TIFF, | would love meetings with any streamers
in attendance e.g. Disney, Hulu, Netflix (Kids and
Family portfolio), Amazon, Crave, Shudder,
Peacock, and distributors like Mongrel Media,
Blue Ant, EOne or any that do horror, kids, and
family; production companies like Sienna Films.

Concept short
SS: Series Pitch Bible + Pilot Script + Feature Film
Treatment

Coach Jay

Genre: Comedy (for 3-5); Season-focussed STEAM
themes, light soft curriculum

Format: 7 minute 2D animated with live action
Similar to: the camaraderie of “16 Hudson” with
the everyday silliness of “Bluey”

Stage of Development: Series Overview

Dream Jumpers

Genre: Mystery, Adventure, Sci-fi

Format: Television series

Similar To: It's like “TrollHunters” and “Carmen
Sandiago” had a summer of “Nights at the
Museum” to protect a Wakanda-esque eco-
paradise.

Stage of Development: One Pager, Series Bible,
Pilot Script



KYLE SCHMALENBERG

kyle@wrappedproductionsinc.com

BIO

Kyle Schmalenberg is an award-winning,
Bermudian-Canadian, director, writer, and
producer at Wrapped Productions Inc. His current
projects include feature drama TENAYA (writer,
director), limited series GIRLCOTT (writer, director)
feature documentary at Hot Docs Dealmaker
2022, THE PAINTING (producer), a short film at
ImagineNATIVE 2022 BRAIDED TOGETHER (writer,
director), web series THE WARD (writer), and
documentary series CHOOSE UNITY (producer,
writer, director). He was co-creator and facilitator
at the Native Film & Storytelling Institute 2017 and
Creative Sovereignty Lab 2022. He participated in
the Banff/Netflix Diversity of Voices program
2022. He is also a licensed psychotherapist in
Toronto.

PROJECTS

Girlcott

Genre: Teen coming-of-age drama, historical
fiction

Format: 4 x 45’ television series

Similar To: (When They See Us, The Hate U Give,
Judas and the Black Massiah, Selma)

Stage of Development: Two Pager

Producer Attachment: Wrapped Productions Inc.

Tenaya

Genre: Family Drama

Format: Feature film

Similar To: The Hate U Give and Fruitvale Station
Stage of Development: One-Pager, 2nd Draft of
Script plus development funds received from

Telefilm and ISO
Producer Attachment: Wrapped Productions Inc,
Westwind Pictures

GOALS

At TIFF, I would love meetings with Steven
Spielberg, Tyler Perry, and Sam Mendes.




ROLLA TAHIR

info@smokingapples.ca

BIO

Rolla Tahir is an independent filmmaker, with a
background in cinematography, based in Toronto.
She’s lensed short, narrative and experimental
films in both analogue and digital formats, which
screened across Canada and internationally. Her
passion in film and storytelling stems from the
need to understand and be understood. Rolla's
first short film Sira was selected to screen at the
43rd Toronto International Film Festival.
Currently, Rolla is in various stages of
development of two feature films, two short form
series, and is in post-production on her 5th short
film funded by the Toronto Arts Council. Her work
often returns to themes of transience and the
unknown as they pertain to those existing in
liminal and interstitial spaces.

PROJECTS

Jude and the Jinn

Genre: Drama, Magic Realism

Format: Feature film

Similar To: Waiting for Happiness, Volver, 35 Shots
of Rum

Stage of Development: Applying for production
funding at Telefilm Talent to Watch

Producer Attachment: Mercedes Cardella, Ladan
Mohamed

Little Portugal

Genre: Drama, Social Commentary

Format: 8-10 episodes x 40’ television series
Similar To: Ethos, Only Murders in the Building,
CBC Ideas

Stage of Development: Treatment

Producer Attachment: N/A

GOALS

At TIFF, I would love meetings with Producers and
Distributors and at Content Canada, | would love
meetings with CBC, Rogers, Bell and Streamers.

Oasis, ON

Genre: Sitcom

Format: 10-12 x 30’ television series

Similar To: Superstore, Cheers

Stage of Development: One Pager, Series Bible,
Pilot Script

Producer Attachment: N/A

Zumurud

Genre: Fantasy, Period piece, Drama

Format: Feature film

Similar To: The Green Knight, Night of the King
Stage of Development: Ideation, Research, Writing
first draft

Producer Attachment: N/A




SAMI TESFAZGHI

sami@infernopictures.com

BIO

As a young child growing up in war torn Eretria,
Sami always dreamed of one day working in the
film and television industry. He spent over a
decade living and studying in Europe. Sami along
with his family settled in Canada where he went
on to earn a Bachelor of Arts degree from the
University of Winnipeg. Sami's passion for making
movies led him to an internship with Inferno
Pictures. Since joining Inferno Pictures on a full-
time basis over a decade ago, Sami is responsible
for overseeing all of Inferno’s development
activities. Sami has executive produced and
produced numerous feature films and television
movies including Cinema of Sleep, Percy, The
Parts You Lose, How It Ends, Incident in a
Ghostland and the recently released TV series The
Porter.

PROJECTS

GRANNY GOES TO HOLLYWOOD

Genre: Family/Comedy

Format: 8 x 30 Television Series

Creator/Show Runner: Anthony Farrell (Shelved,
Overlord and the Underwoods)

Comps: Hacks, Gracie and Frankie

Stage of Development: One Pager, Treatment,
Pilot Script, Lead Cast interest

Producer Attachment: Inferno Pictures

GOALS

At TIFF, | would love to meet with financiers, sales
agents, production companies and distributors.
As well as managers or agents for directors, as we
are currently discussing directors for the film.

A wish list of companies that | feel strongly about
for a project such as Hotline Miami would be:
Neon, A24, Annapurna Pictures, Lions Gate,
Amazon, Netflix, Roku, Legendary Entertainment.

Wishlist of meetings:

Bell Media/Crave, Amazon Canada, Netflix
Canada, CBC, CBC Kids, Roku (if in attendance),
Paramount +, Peacock, PBS Kids, Apple, IMDB
Originals and Sony TV.

Hotline Miami

Genre: Action/Video Game Adaptation

Format: Feature

Writer: Christopher Cantwell (Halt & Catch Fire,
The Parts You Lose, Paper Girls)

Comps: John Wick, Drive, Nightcrawler

Stage of Development: Treatment, Script &
Producer Presentation Deck

Producer Attachment: Inferno Pictures & Amanda
Kruse



SHANELE SOARES

shanele@s-soares.com

BIO

For the past decade Shanele Soares has worked
as a writer, director, and videographer in the non-
profit sector for clients across North America and
the Middle East. Her work developing emotionally
provocative, demographic-based video campaigns
has helped her tremendously as she transitions
into feature film and television. Shanele recently
completed her first feature film documentary and
scripted short film. She has served as a story
consultant for feature films available on popular
streaming services, and as a script reader and
juror for the Muslim Public Affairs Council,
Hollywood Bureau. Currently Shanele is
developing her first scripted feature film and has
several other scripted and documentary projects
in the works.

PROJECTS

Hegemon

Genre: Horror, thriller, survival

Format: Feature length, 124 minutes

Stage of Development: Script completed, some
financing.

Comparisons: 28 weeks later, Children of Men,
Annihilation

The Muslim’s Guide to Dealing with Terrorists
Genre: Drama

Format: Limited series, 1 hour, 9 episodes

Stage of Development: Pitch deck, bible, pilot
Comparisons: Little Fires Everywhere, | May
Destroy You, Euphoria

GOALS

| am looking to network with executive producers,
distributors and streaming services who may be
interested in collaborating on television series
and feature films | am developing. | am also
looking for mentors who | can work/ volunteer
under, as | learn to navigate the industry.

Inheritance

Genre: Procedural drama, Thriller

Format: Serialized, 1 hour, 8 episodes/ season
Stage of Development: Pitch deck, bible, pilot
Comparisons: How to Get Away With Murder,
Black Mirror, The Lovely Bones




SOKO NEGASH

soko.negash@gmail.com

BIO

Soko Negash is a Toronto-born producer who has
dabbled in doc, scripted, podcasts, and lots in
between. Some things she’s proud of: working on
all four seasons of Netflix's Emmy-winning Hip-
Hop Evolution (Banger Films), producing an
upcoming podcast series with DJ A-Trak about the
history of hip-hop mixtapes (Scenario Media), and
production managing two CBC Gem web series
this past year. She is currently producing a doc
series with Scarborough Pictures and has various
projects in development. Soko is also an alumni of
the Netflix/Hot Docs’ Doc Accelerator program
and RealScreen’s Pathways Mentorship program.

PROJECTS

BOXCUTTER

Genre: Drama

Format: 90 min feature

Similar To: Tangerine, La Haine, Gimme The Loot
Stage of Development: Finished Script and Pitch
Deck

Producer Attachment: Scenario Media
Distribution: Game Theory Films for Canadian
distribution rights

GOALS

At TIFF, I would love meetings with producers and
funders/networks.




TOPE BABALOLA

tope@littleengine.tv

BIO

Tope Babalola is a Nigerian-Canadian filmmaker
and content creator with a passion for
storytelling, entertaining, visual effects and
comedy. His comedic writing has amassed over
2.1 million followers on TikTok. Tope graduated
from Sheridan’s Advanced Television and Film
Program, where he produced the documentary
THEY CAN'T. SO | MUST. (2022), which was
awarded Best Student Short Film at the Kingston
International Film Festival in London. Tope is
currently in post-production on his short film ONE
ENGAGING NIGHT and is developing a coming-of-
age mystery series BENJAMIN OJO. He is a
writer/director at Little Engine Moving Pictures.

PROJECTS

Benjamin Ojo

Genre: Tween/Young Teen comedy-drama
mystery

Format: 12 x 30’ television series

Similar To: Feature film Paranorman, the live-
action series Detention Adventure and A Series of
Unfortunate Events, and the animated series
Fillmore. Most of these are comparable due to
their witty and faced-paced tone and the
mystery/detective elements

Stage of Development: One Pager, Series Bible,
Pilot Script

Producer Attachment: Little Engine Moving
Pictures

GOALS

At TIFF, | would love meetings with distributors.

The Three of Us

Genre: Drama

Format: Feature film

Similar To: Rachel Getting Married

Stage of Development: One-Pager, Acts 1 & 2
Summary, Act 3 Outline

Producer Attachment: None.




